
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF OCTOBER 6, 2014 

 

The Work Session of October 6, 2014 was called to order at 6:02 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator and the Borough Clerk.  The Borough Solicitor was not in attendance. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion at 6:03 p.m. to go into closed session to interview a 

possible candidate to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Commissioner Rochford seconded 

the motion which was approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 6:17 p.m.  

 

The Commissioners then moved the meeting to the Auditorium to allow the residents in 

attendance to speak during the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Kakso opened the public comment period. 

 

Angela Melzi, Maple Avenue, talked about the comments made by the Chairperson at 

the last Zoning Board (ZB) meeting.  She stated that from the tape posted on Haddonfield 

United’s website, he sounds upset and then he went off of how he does not like 

Commissioner Moscatelli.  It is bad enough that he talked like this.  He then referred to 

him by purposely mispronouncing his name.  This is an attack on Italian-Americans living 

in Haddonfield.  We are above this, and this is not worthy of us.  One quarter of the 

population in this State is Italian.  She then stated that she is addressing her comments 

directly to Commissioner Rochford.  She feels that her family was also defamed by these 

actions.  She reminded everyone that she had to file discrimination suit against an 

administrator of the Board of Education (BOE) because of comments/actions against her.  

She then asked if this mean that people of Italian descent cannot approach the ZB and 

feel that they will be justly heard.  She is also offended that the Maple Avenue group 

were referred to as “wackos.”  In her opinion this man should be out of here.  It is not okay 

to defame anyone.  She asked the Commissioners to deal with this issue.  She wants an 

apology from Frank Ryan and every single person who is aware of this issue; from the 

Commissioners and from the Borough.  She finished by stating that the Commissioners 

should put an end to this issue and get rid of this man. 

 

Susan Hoch, Coles Mill Road, referenced other ethnicities and how their names could be 

misaligned.  She reminded the Commissioners that there is a history of the Ku Klux Klan 

marching in Haddonfield back in March 1871.  She noted that no comments were made 

to correct this man when he made these comments.  She is offended and wants 

everyone gone from that board or at least they should all apologize.  As for the “wackos” 

comment she stated that he commented on the integrity of these people.  In her medical 

opinion the Chairperson either has a problem with alcoholism or anger management.  

The Commissioners need to relieve him of his public position so that he can get the help 

he needs.  She finished by stating that she does not want the Klan running the ZB. 

 

Brian Kelly, Walnut Street, stated that there obviously is a bias with this gentleman.  He is 

not fit to make decisions for the ZB, nor is he qualified.  He should step down. 



 

 

 

Maryanne Shay, Maple Avenue, stated that she does not think the problem is with Mr. 

Grady, but he is the spokesperson for the ZB.  It started that residents don't have the right 

to speak before the ZB, then continued in April 2013 when we almost forced ourselves to 

be able to speak before the ZB and one of us was almost thrown out.  She then reviewed 

the issues with the Annual Report and lack of minutes.  This is a problem throughout the 

ZB.  Mr. Grady is not a person who should represent the ZB.  You have the power to 

appoint him; do you have the power to ask him to resign?  Commissioner Kasko stated 

that the Commissioners have not discussed this issue yet.  We need to talk to the Borough 

Solicitor to review what we can do.  Mrs. Shay asked what can be done if he does not 

resign.  Commissioner Kasko replied that this is what needs to be determined and he does 

not want to discuss hypothetical scenarios.  Ms. Shay finished with stating that the tape is 

very poor quality. 

 

Mr. Kelley stated that this shows the person’s true bias.  He reiterated that he Is not 

qualified to be in the position of Chairperson for the ZB. 

 

Anne Tarbell, Maple Avenue, stated that she is in total agreement with what everyone 

has said.  This is far beyond what is acceptable behavior. 

 

Ms. Melzi stated that she is very shocked that Jack Tarditi hasn't made comments about 

this as yet. 

 

Shelley Castorino, Kings Highway East, stated that she has sent emails to Commissioners 

with pictures of the empty beer and wine bottles from Haddon Fortnightly that are 

routinely found on her property.  She has tried to file a noise complaint recently because 

of an issue at 4:30 p.m.   She actually felt the need to leave her property to avoid these 

issues.  That same day, at 11:30 p.m., there were screaming people, drunk and without a 

bus ride home until 1:38 a.m.  This was 12 feet from her door.  She can't make a complaint 

against the Fortnightly because the complaint has to be against the individuals.  She 

stated that for all intents and purposes this facility is a bar.  She asked how she can stop 

the partying.  The Fortnightly has gone so far as to put the trash back on her property 

after she cleaned it up and put it on their property since it comes from their guests.  This 

is not right.  Can you put a noise ordinance sign up in front of the Fortnightly?  Can you 

adopt an ordinance that if you rent your building out with more than 50 people then you 

have to have security?  They are destroying the Borough’s reputation.  She asked the 

Commissioners for their suggestions on how to deal with this issue.  Commissioner 

Rochford stated that he would reach out to her to discuss this in more detail.  He has 

already contacted the Police Chief to get more information.  The three of us will have 

more discussions to determine what can be done.  Commissioner Kasko asked if we can 

possibly require security/oversight as Ms. Castorino has suggested.  The Commissioners 

agreed that they will look into this issue more. 

 

Janet Hallahan, Hopkins Lane, talked about the Zoning Board variance records that are 

missing.  She is concerned that Bancroft is violating many of the zoning laws.  She 

reviewed the items she requested through email.  She has put in an OPRA request for 

these.  It is her belief that Bancroft is adding illegal parking spots and fencing on the 

property.  Do you have the records or not?  Can you recreate them?  She wants the 



 

 

zoning laws enforced.  She believes there are activities that are done that are not 

included in the variance.  Commissioner Kasko stated that some of those activities are 

not located in their variances.  The Borough Administrator noted that these files where 

brought back from offsite storage and it is believed that they have been misfiled.  The 

Construction Office is looking at finding these records.  Ms. Hallahan expressed her 

concerns about this property evolving into an institution.  Commissioner Rochford 

indicated that he has talked to the Construction Code Official and was told that he has 

gone to Bancroft to review these issues.  Ms. Hallahan stated that we need to find these 

documents and enforce these laws; not just enforce what she is concerned about. 

 

Brian Kelly, Walnut Street, talked about the possible historic district violations where 

Bancroft didn't get the necessary variances.  The Construction Code Official is telling us 

that things are fine.  It is his belief that Bancroft does not have much respect for 

Haddonfield. 

 

Ms. Shay talked about how Iron Mountain works and their coding system, which she 

knows about because she has a family member that is in management at Iron Mountain. 

Commissioner Kasko stated that we need to find these files. 

 

Ms. Hoch asked who is the supervisor in charge of records?  She noted that there are 

times when residents don't get the necessary permits.  She feels that the Construction 

Code Official is running wild and asked if someone is going to stand up and take 

responsibility.  She is tired of the excuses.   

 

Ms. Melzi stated that this does not fall on the Borough Clerk.  Commissioner Kasko replied 

that it is the responsibility of everyone, including the Commissioners.  Ms. Melzi asked who 

is responsible here and pointed out that the residents are paying people for being 

responsible for what happens in this building.  Commissioner Kasko replied that ultimately 

the buck stops with the Commissioners and stated that government is not run perfectly.  

We will get to the bottom of this and make the necessary changes. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the members of the audience want to stay for the rest 

of the meeting.  As no one wanted to stay the Commissioners moved back into Room 

201 for the reminder of the meeting. 

 

Kristen and Steve Boc, Springfield Terrace, joined the meeting at 7:05 p.m. regarding their 

request for a fence permit that includes some of the Borough’s property.  The Borough 

Solicitor stated that the law states that the Commissioners are only trustees of the assets 

of the Borough.  We have categorically denied these requests for years.  He further 

notated that residents cannot obtain property from a municipality through adverse 

possession against a municipality.  Mr. Boc, an attorney, and the Borough Solicitor 

reviewed case law on this subject.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that the 

Commissioners cannot do anything to authorize you to put this fence here.  If we go in 

later to work there we have every right to pull down the fence.  The Borough Solicitor also 

stated that the Commissioners cannot adopt a resolution to authorize this fence either.    

It was noted that there are areas where people have gone ahead and put a fence up.  

It was also pointed out that not all fences up to the sidewalk are illegal.  The Boc's left the 



 

 

meeting at 7:24 p.m.  The Commissioners continued their discussion on this fence and 

agreed that this fence cannot be allowed. 

 

The donation of the painting currently hung behind the Commissioners in the Court Room 

was discussed.  Joe Murphy and David Hunter would like to jointly donate it to the 

Borough.  The location of the painting was discussed, as well as other possible locations 

within the building.  The Commissioners agreed to accept the painting, but that the 

Borough Administrator will discuss with the donors the location of the painting. 

 

Current issues with the temporary style signs throughout the town being posted illegally in 

the park strips was discussed.  The current policy and procedure to deal with these signs 

was reviewed.  It was agreed that a notice will be included in the next Municipal Matters 

on this issue.  The Enforcement Officer can then contact the town organizations when 

signs are not posted correctly to have them moved onto the residential property.  If they 

are not moved, then he can removed them when he tours the town.  These signs are 

traditionally stored behind the Borough Hall for a period of time before they are thrown 

away. 

 

The October 14th agenda was then reviewed.  It was agreed to add a resolution 

approving a merchandise display permit for Joey’s Unique Boutique.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli asked about a resolution to go out to bid for emergency pumps.  The Borough 

Administrator replied that she would like to discuss this bid with him and New Jersey 

American Water before moving forward. 

 

Commissioner Kasko stated that there were no new items from the Partnership for 

Haddonfield, LLC (PfH). 

 

The Commissioners then discussed the increase in requests to film various commercials 

and such within the Borough.  It was agreed that the Borough Solicitor will put a draft 

ordinance together for review. 

 

The possibility of a water and sewer rate increase ordinance was reviewed pending the 

outcome of the November 4th General Election referendum question outcome.  

Specifically discussed was how to deal with multiple dwellings within one structure 

through the Borough’s billing software.  It was agreed that residential/business building 

would remain on a single bill.  Additionally, landlords would need to register multiple 

dwelling units with the Borough so that they could be entered into the software.  

Commissioner Moscatelli also noted that they were starting to look at what the rates 

would need to be in place for the full year so that we can implement them for all four (4) 

quarters.  Additional information will be brought to the Commissioners in the future. 

 

The website redesign proposals were discussed.  The Borough Administrator discussed the 

various differences between the companies in general terms.  She stated that she will go 

through the responses in more detail by the next work session.  It was agreed that the 

resolution will be pulled from the October 14th agenda.  The Administrator suggested that 

the Commissioners have interviews with a few of the respondents.  How best to hold these 

meetings was reviewed, but no final decision was made. 

 



 

 

The Borough Administrator reviewed with the Commissioners a request from Stuart Harting 

for future sculpture locations within the downtown to create a walking art tour.  It was 

noted that he is asking for locations so that he can fit an appropriate sculpture to each.  

How these sculptures could affect a pedestrian walkway was discussed.  It was noted 

that the sites being discussed along the highway were areas where there was no parking 

allowed at the curb.  The Administrator advised that the Commissioners would have final 

approval on what sculptures are chosen.   She further noted that the plan is to have 

approximately 10 pieces around town.  The Commissioners agreed to move forward with 

the spaces as provided. 

 

The current status of the minutes to various boards on the Borough’s website was 

reviewed.  Commissioner Rochford asked if there was software available to could write 

out most of the minutes.  The Borough Administrator did not feel that it was cost effective 

to purchase such software at this time.  We continue to work on getting caught up. 

 

Commissioner Kasko reviewed a request he has recently received regarding naming the 

tennis courts for the tennis instructor at the high school.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

reminded everyone that it had previously been agreed to not name fields after various 

people, but that people could request that something along the lines of a plaque could 

be posted in memorial.  The Commissioners agreed that something could be done for 

this teacher upon his retirement. 

 

Commissioner Kasko stated that he had a few small changes to the draft Recreation 

Council ordinance, which he will email to the Commissioners for their review. 

 

It was agreed to discuss the appointments to the new Senior Citizens Board of Trustees at 

the next Commissioner Work Session. 

 

Commissioner Kasko then brought up a resident’s complaint to him regarding a second 

notice to fix the sidewalk at her property.  The Commissioners reviewed the letter that is 

sent out to residents when repairs are requested.  The legal liability was reviewed by the 

Borough Solicitor.  It was agreed that the Solicitor will look into changing the wording of 

the letter that is mailed to residents. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion at 8:28 p.m. to go into closed session to discuss 

personnel matters and negotiations on the Bancroft property with the County.  

Commissioner Rochford seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioner returned from closed session and adjourned the meeting at 8:56 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

 


